
 Students at William Penn University 
learned that tuition will not increase for 
the 2013-2014 academic year, as a result 
of action taken by the university’s Board of 
Trustees on Friday, Jan. 25.
 The announcement was made to the 
campus community the next week, leading 
to students breathing sighs of relief. 
 “I think that it is fantastic. I was wor-
ried about how much it was going to go 
up next year,” Shelby Chisholm, a junior at 
William Penn, said. 
     “I’m really happy it isn’t raising any. I 
would probably be having some financial 
difficulties, that’s for sure,” junior Courtney 
Kleinschmidt said. 
 The tuition freeze includes the rates 
for living in the residence halls on campus. 
Whether the cost of meal plans will go up 
has yet to be determined. 
      The decision applies to tuition for tra-
ditional students, students in the College 
for Working Adults program, and distance 
learning students who study online. 
 The action came in a special meeting 
of the board, which was held following a 
recommendation by WPU president Ann 

Fields.
 Fields said setting tuition levels for 
the next academic year is usually decided 
in January. Research is typically done the 
previous October and November.
     “We looked more at the data than we 
have in the past,” Fields said. “It was a data-
driven decision.” 
 Tuition costs over the last decade, and 
the relationship between cost and enroll-
ment, were among the data reviewed. The 
board also took into consideration the gen-
eral economic situation and tuition at other 
schools. 
 “I don’t know if many students realize, 
but we are one of the cheapest for private 
schools in Iowa,” Fields said. 
      For the 2011-2012 school year, Wil-
liam Penn University was among the least 
expensive of Iowa’s private colleges and 
universities, according to the annual report 
from the Iowa College Student Aid Com-
mision. Data for the report is collected 
from colleges each year. The list is done 
without taking into account scholarships 
and financial aid provided through the uni-
versity itself. 
 David Nelson, a William Penn student 
studying music education, transferred from 
the University of Northern Iowa last fall. 
 “At UNI, I wasn’t on any scholarship 

and didn’t have any loans,” he said. Nelson 
currently pays for his education through 
his scholarship from the university and 
other grants he has been given.  
     Director of Admissions Kerra Strong 
said 97-98% of traditional campus students 
are receiving some kind of institutional 
scholarship.
 WPU Executive Vice President John 
Ottoson said the tuition decision was also 
made with parents in mind. The board took 
parents’ ability to pay and the amount of 
loans available to them into consideration. 
    According to Ottoson, 40 percent of 
Penn students are first generation college 

students, and for many parents that is a fi-
nancial struggle. 
 Fields said she has heard only positive 
comments about the tuition freeze.
     “I’ve received four emails--two from 
CWA students, one from a distance learn-
ing student and one from a traditional stu-
dent,” Fields said, adding the emails were 
all thankful messages. 
 “Current students understand we’re 
trying to accommodate all their needs,” she 
said. 
 Fields said tuition is a competitive 
outlet for prospective students. 

 One of William Penn Uni-
versity’s newest academic pro-
grams is designed to help health 
care professionals advance in 
their chosen careers.
 The WPU Nursing Divi-
sion has created a completion 
program that allows students 
to continue working while they 
receive their Bachelor of Science 
Degree in Nursing. Registered 
nurses are to attend one class a 
week. Students must have their 
state nursing licenses prior to 
starting classes, so their career 
goals are already set. 
     The next visit day for pro-
spective nursing students will be 
Friday, March 22, from 11:45 
a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Questions will 
be answered and a presentation 
will be given by the Admissions 
Office and the Financial Aid 
Office. 
 WPU Director of Nursing 
Brenda Krogh Duree said the 
State of Iowa is moving to re-
quire nurses to have a bachelor’s 
degree. Nurses are being pushed 
to continue their practice while 
receiving a full education. 

     “Positive patient outcomes is what we’re 
all about in nursing,” Duree said. 
     Duree began her position as Director 
of Nursing in January 2012. The program 

had four students at the start of the Spring 
2012 semester, and has increased to 35 stu-
dents today. 
     “We revived the curriculum and brought 

in new team members. The curriculum is 
up-to-date for today’s nurses, and classes 
provide a friendly way of getting started,” 
Duree said. 

     Current nursing student 
Jamie Life will be graduating 
from the program this spring. 
      “As a full-time registered 
nurse, I needed a program that 
worked with my schedule,” 
she said. “One day a week of 
face-to-face instruction along 
with some online learning was 
perfect.”
     Life, an Oskaloosa na-
tive, said she wanted to sup-
port her community and was 
pleased to find the program to 
be a perfect fit for her needs. 
      Nursing classes are taken 
in Penn Hall and the Penn 
Activity Center. Duree said 
university officials hope to re-
model Penn Hall rooms 304 
and 305 to include a class-
room and lab designed spe-
cifically for nursing students. 
    The program’s growth can 
be credited to Duree and the 
nursing faculty, as well as the 
Admissions Office and the 
WPU marketing staff. 
     “We had a lot of support,” 
Duree said. 
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Norse Bound
Aaron Hafner accepted 
the head coaching job at 
Luther College. 
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Tuition Frozen for Next Academic Year 
William Penn University’s Board of Trustees voted to maintain tuition and on-campus living rates
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Director of Nursing Brenda Duree (center) and Admissions Director Kerra Strong (right) welcome 
nursing students to campus in one of the classrooms on the third floor of the Penn Activity Center. 
Nursing classes will meet there until facilities for the program are created.
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     William Penn University has secured 
use of a valuable technology resource for all 
university faculty, staff, and students. 
 The Long Term Technology Commit-
tee (LTTC) has added Atomic Learning 
as a resource for the university. Atomic 
Learning is an online-based training tool 
containing more than 30,000 tutorial vid-
eos on some 275 commonly used websites 
and software applications such as Adobe 
Creative Suite, AutoCad, LinkedIn, Mi-
crosoft Office, Moodle, Twitter, Word-
Press, and YouTube.
 “We wanted to promote the effective 
use of technology and being able to do 
that is more than just having computers 
and projectors in classrooms. It’s great that 
we have it, but if students and faculty don’t 
know how to use the software that goes 
along with it, then it’s not doing much of a 
benefit,” Matt Wagner, Instructor of Com-
munications and Director of Academic 
Technology, said. “We can throw money at 
getting new technology left and right if we 
choose to, but that’s only going to go so far 
if people are not properly trained.” 

 While many use YouTube as a refer-
ence, Wagner said the main advantage of 
Atomic Learning is consistency and qual-
ity. 
 “Often times, it doesn’t have the spe-
cific answer you’re looking for, but one of 
the main benefits is everything is nicely 
housed in one spot,” he said. 

 Wagner gave the example of Microsoft 
releasing a new version of Word, which can 
have a steeper than expected learning curve 
that requires extensive effort and time to 
train an entire staff. But with the aid of 

Atomic Learning, that time can be sub-
stantially reduced. 
 Atomic Learning breaks down each 
application into manageable tasks and ex-
plains it through a concise one-to-three-
minute tutorial demonstrating a specific 
solution to a specific problem.
 Wagner said Atomic Learning has 

distinct advantages specifically geared for 
education, over other resources like Lynda.
com.
 “It allows instructors to create playl-
ists and track students going through it, so 

I can actually assign certain tutorials and 
verify students have gone through.”
 While this is enticing for students 
wanting to become more proficient in spe-
cific applications, according to Wagner the 
real allure is for instructors.
 “It’s like having a teaching assistant for 
your classes. I can spend a lot of time trying 
to get students caught up on the technolo-
gy. (Atomic Learning) allows me to deem-
phasize the amount of time I spend in class 
on technology, so I can spend more time on 
the fundamentals of how to actually apply 
the technology,” he said. “I can use Atomic 
Learning as my ‘teaching assistant’.”
 All in all, Wagner thinks Atomic 
Learning has a lot of potential for the uni-
versity
 “I think if we can get more people us-
ing it, we would have more proficient stu-
dents and faculty, and overall raise the level 
of technology proficiency for everyone,” he 
said.
 To access the material, simply click the 
“Atomic Learning” link on the left side of 
Eagle’s homepage under the “Quick Links” 
menu and login using the same username 
and password as an individual’s e-mail and 
Eagle accounts.

By DREW RUGGLES
Staff Writer

     “Not only does the game allow students 
and faculty to do something outside of 
school, but it’s an athletic event that pro-
motes academics,” ALD president Alicia 
Jennings said. 
     There has been a basketball game for 
students and faculty since the beginning of 
the honor society,
     Faculty participants over the years have 
included Excutive Vice President John Ot-
toson, Athletic Director Greg Hafner, and 
instructors Dr. Richard Sours, Dr. Lonny 
Wilson, and Professor Jon Stevens. Coach 
John Henry, head coach of the men’s bas-
ketball team, has also played an important 
part setting up the game and getting ref-
erees.      
     Participants are divided into a blue team 
and a gold team, with an attempt to evenly 
distribute players based on age, gender, and 
basketball experience. 
     “The yellow team has won more than 
the blue team has, even though the coaches 
have interchanged,” VanWyk said. 
     The basketball event will feature another 
long-standing tradition: the halftime per-
formance of “The Pennelopes.” 
     Many students who attended the very 
first faculty vs. students game did not ex-
pect to see female faculty members in 
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Penn Welcomes Photographer as Guest Speaker

Photographer David Plowden has chronicled American life for more than a half century. He has photographed Iowa more than any other place. Photos that are representa-
tive of his work are (at left) “Bathroom, Hotel Brooklyn, Brooklyn, Iowa, 1987” and (at right) “Gymnasium, Montezuma School, Montezuma, Iowa, 1987”.

     World-renowned photographer Da-
vid Plowden will be a featured speaker on 
the William Penn University campus this 
month.
     The event will held on Wednesday, 
March 13 at 6:30 p.m. in the Atrium of 
the Musco Technology Center, and is open 
to the general public. Plowden will be the 
first in a series of presenters as part of a 
partnership between WPU and Humani-
ties Iowa to bring various speakers to Os-
kaloosa.

     Plowden, a 1955 graduate of Yale Uni-
versity, has garnered much acclaim. His 
work can be found in many institutions 
including the Smithsonian, the George 
Eastman House, the Art Institute of Chi-
cago, and the Library of Congress.
    While Plowden will be speaking for the 
first time in this area of the state, he has a 
special connection to Iowa. He was a lec-
turer at the University of Iowa School of 
Journalism from 1985 to 1988. Iowa has 
become a central focus in his photography, 
and is the state he has photographed the 
most. 
     Plowden will be in the state to open an 
exhibition of his work in Indianola, along 

with promoting his most recently released 
book on photography, David Plowden’s 
Iowa, published by Humanities Iowa.  
       “He has the unique experience of see-
ing America and Iowa through the lens of 
his camera for 50 years,” WPU communi-
cations professor Dr. Jeff Stein said. “He 
can teach us how to tell a story through 
simply a visual image.” 
     Retired Yale professor Alan Trachten-
berg said in the introduction to Plowden’s 
book Imprints, “Plowden’s pictures refresh 
the eye; they instruct, they remind, they 
warn, they engage us in dialogue about 
the state of our world. Cumulatively, they 
provide a memorable legacy of American 

imprints in their own right.” 
     Plowden has described himself as “an 
archaeologist with a camera [who has 
spent his life] one step ahead of the wreck-
ing ball.”  
     A reception will follow the one-hour 
presentation. 

WHO:  Photographer David Plowden

WHAT:  Presentation/free & open to all

WHEN:  Wednesday, March 13
               6:30 p.m.

WHERE: MTC Atrium

By ESTHER LWAKABAMBA
WPU Student

Special to The Chronicle/DAVID PLOWDENSpecial to The Chronicle/DAVID PLOWDEN



     Now that basketball season is over, it’s 
time for students and faculty to take over 
the court. 
     Alpha Lambda Delta, William Penn 
University’s freshman honor society, will 
be hosting its annual basketball game for 
students and faculty on Friday, March 15. 
     The event will begin at 7:00 p.m. and 
will feature Penn students and faculty 
members playing in the main basketball 
gym on campus. 
     ALD faculty advisor Sue VanWyk said 
the tradition began as a way for students 
and faculty to get together outside of the 
classroom. 
     “I think it’s good for students to see us 
in a different light, that we can be fun,” she 
said. 
     The honor society has been a campus 
organization for nine years. Students who 
maintain a 3.5 grade point average or 
higher during their first semester at WPU 
are invited to join. As a group, Alpha 
Lambda Delta hosts a canned food drive, 
a get-caught-studying activity during finals 
week, and a bake sale. 

     “Not only does the game allow students 
and faculty to do something outside of 
school, but it’s an athletic event that pro-
motes academics,” ALD president Alicia 
Jennings said. 
     There has been a basketball game for 
students and faculty since the beginning of 
the honor society,
     Faculty participants over the years have 
included Excutive Vice President John Ot-
toson, Athletic Director Greg Hafner, and 
instructors Dr. Richard Sours, Dr. Lonny 
Wilson, and Professor Jon Stevens. Coach 
John Henry, head coach of the men’s bas-
ketball team, has also played an important 
part setting up the game and getting ref-
erees.      
     Participants are divided into a blue team 
and a gold team, with an attempt to evenly 
distribute players based on age, gender, and 
basketball experience. 
     “The yellow team has won more than 
the blue team has, even though the coaches 
have interchanged,” VanWyk said. 
     The basketball event will feature another 
long-standing tradition: the halftime per-
formance of “The Pennelopes.” 
     Many students who attended the very 
first faculty vs. students game did not ex-
pect to see female faculty members in 

cheerleader uniforms, dancing on the bas-
ketball court to the disco song “Get Down 
Tonight” made popular by the group KC & 
the Sunshine Band.
     “You should’ve heard the crowd. There 
were cat calls and everything. It was just 
cool,” VanWyk said. She participated in 
that first halftime performance. 
     Since then, The Pennelopes have per-
formed at every basketball game except for 
one, dancing to songs such as “Stop in the 
Name of Love.”
     Honor society president Jennings par-
ticipated in last year’s halftime show, which 
was created to look like a flash mob dance 
to Kelly Clarkson’s song “Stronger.” 
     “I thought it was fun, because you’re 
used to seeing your professors only in a 
classroom setting,” she said. “Learning the 
dance with them is awesome.”   
     Jennings choreographed this year’s 
performance, which will feature nearly as 
many students as faculty members. 
     The Alpha Lambda Delta faculty vs. 
students basketball event will also feature 
raffle prizes from local businesses, with a 
grand prize of an Amazon Kindle Fire. 
Tickets will be $2 each. 
     “You don’t have to be present to win, but 
it sure is nice when you are,” VanWyk said. 
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     There are more than 40 student organi-
zations and activities on the WPU campus, 
but some students think that is not enough. 
     Athletics aside, several majors have their 
own clubs, which are open to students who 
show interest. For example, there is a biol-
ogy club, an education club, and a business 
club. 
     Along with several of the “classics” are 
fraternities, sororities, and honor societ-
ies. All clubs and organizations come with 
their own constitutions, policies, and plans 
of how they will represent William Penn 
University during the academic year. All 
organizations are also expected to con-
tribute to the community and participate 
in campus-wide events, such as Campus 
Beautification Day and Homecoming car-
nivals. 
     It doesn’t take much to start an organiza-
tion. Among the requirements are having a 

few active members and a willing advisor. 
     The ALIVE Art Club was formed 
within the past year, gaining members and 
making an impact. The group’s biggest ac-
complishment was sponsoring the haunted 
house held in the McGrew Fine Arts Cen-
ter held during the Halloween season. 
     Sometimes organizations gain momen-
tum more easily than others. The Penn 
Zone, the name given to the student sec-
tion at athletic events, has attracted a con-
sistent number of students this year. 
     “We are a group of people that love 
to cheer on our teams. We always hope to 
make the team smile,” Libby Eickert, one 
of the leaders of the Penn Zone, said. 
     Penn Zone students are hoping to make 
themselves an official campus organization 
next fall. William Smead, another active 
participant in the student section, hopes to 
use the status of an organization to create 
an even bigger impact on campus. 
     “When we have everybody there, we 
have just over 20 students actively partici-
pating. (As an organization) we will partic-

ipate in some community service and other 
activities and use the funds to help make 
signs and other things,” he said. “About 10 
of us are planning to go down and do our 
thing at nationals.” 
     Smead said funds provided to the Penn 
Zone as an active club on campus next year 
can be used to accompany teams to na-
tional events. As for this year, the dedicated 
student section is gathering its own fund-
ing for the trip.
     Many clubs and collaborations have 
come and gone over time. One student is 
currently trying to bring a new one to life. 
Emily Basili, a WPU senior and fine arts 
fan, is collaborating with student actors to 
create a student improvisation group where 
members can leave their everyday selves 
at the door and become several different 
characters all in one meeting. 
     When students are asked if they would 
consider participating, many show active 
interest. Basili and her theatrical peers have 
discovered that improvisation is easier said 
than done. 

     To spark interest, Basili plans to meet 
with a small group of friends and interested 
members privately to begin practicing for 
fun, and then develop an organization from 
there. 
     “The research I’ve done on college im-
prov groups shows that this is how they 
usually start anyway,” she said. 
     It is difficult to find members to com-
mit to groups on a small campus, because 
almost everyone who is interested is also 
involved in other activities. These students 
were often raised with the motto, “You can 
do anything, but you can’t do everything.” 
Actively involved students on campus have 
open minds, but not always open schedules. 
     The proposed improvisation organiza-
tion has been tentatively named “GWAP” 
by Basili and her friends, which stands for 
“Get Weird At Penn”.  Meetings are pro-
jected to follow an activity schedule similar 
to the television show “Whose Line Is It 
Anyway?” For more information, contact 
Emily Basili at 319-930-7317 or basilie@
wmpenn.edu.

New Student Organizations Developing
CAMPUS
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The very first “Pennelopes” halftime show in 2004 featured current ALD advisor Sue 
VanWyk (second from left). 

Honor Society Hosts Basketball Game

The yellow team, led by President Ann Fields (front row, second from right) , claims 
another victory at the 2006 Students vs. Faculty basketball game. 
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Coach John Henry participates in the 
first ALD Basketball Game in 2004.



The History of The Chronicle
WPU at 140

The February 24, 1921 masthead of “THE PENN CHRONICLE”, which was published weekly by students.

By the time of the November 24, 1933 edition, the  “PENN CHRONICLE”, included messages within the masthead, such as 
“Enjoy Thanksgiving Vacation”, and “Remember Artist’s Course Tonight”. 

The February 24, 1967 masthead of “THE PENN CHRONICLE” features a unique font, geometric shapes, and the addition of a 
sketch of Penn Hall. 

The September 10, 1976 masthead depicts a 1970s-style font, in stark contrast to the 1942-era masthead for the paper depicted at 
the top of this page, complete with an image of William Penn. 

The Chronicle thanks college archivist Julie Hansen for providing the images used on this page.  
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     As William Penn University celebrates 140 years since its founding in 1873, each issue of The Chronicle in 2013 will include a look back at an important event on campus, as seen 
through the pages of the campus newspaper and articles of the time. 
     One of the oldest existing traditions is The Chronicle, the student-produced newspaper, which published its first issue in 1886.
     A brief history of The Chronicle was set forth in the book “William Penn College: A Product and a Producer” by S. Arthur Watson, who served as college president from 1958-
1964. The volume was published in 1971, shortly before the college’s centennial celebration. Watson’s book quotes from the first issue of the newspaper, and cites the lofty goals its 
editors had for the new venture. The following paragraphs are taken from pages 132-133 of Watson’s book, which can be read online as part of the Wilcox Library Digital Archives.
      In 1885 a movement was started to develop a college newspaper. A meeting of the students was held at 1:00 p.m., Friday, December 18, 1885, to form a stock association to pub-
lish a college paper. An article was read to the effect that signatories agreed to pay $5.00 for a share of stock, which amount was to be paid to the Treasurer of the Association before 
January 15, 1886. A motion carried that the article be passed for signatures. The meeting adjourned, to meet at 4:15 the same day. Those signing the record of the meeting were I. W. 
Cook, chairman, and Clara Green, secretary.
     Every movement originates somewhere and somehow. It is not certain just who planned this meeting, which soon resulted in a college paper. L. E. Kenworthy and E. H. White 
were closely associated in organizing the work and conducting the enterprise for the first six months. The vigorous interest shown in the movement resulted in eight meetings before 
February 1. At the first one of these Professors Haworth and Tebbetts took part in the discussion. There were hints that the entire faculty did not at first approve of the enterprise. 
However, the President of the College (Benjamin Trueblood) soon consented to hold the Treasurer’s bonds. The first editorial announced: “We have received the encouragement of 
the faculty, the hearty cooperation of the students and the alumni.”
     Quoting further from the first issue dated January, 1886, the newly-elected editor, L. E. Kenworthy, wrote: “We trust that this paper, as it goes forth into the world, will be kindly 
regarded by the respective college journals, and that, through the medium of exchange, it will secure for us an acquaintance and association with the best educators of literary circles. 
With good omens we launch the Chronicle on the broad ocean of time with her cargo of social, literary, and scientific items. May she brave the tempests, clear the breakers and endure 
while there is a crew to man her.” The paper started as a fourteen page magazine. At the beginning of the second year two additional pages were added. After being issued for the first 
decade as a monthly, it was changed to a semi-monthly. In this change it assumed something more of the newspaper nature, although still endeavoring to be an “exponent of whatever 
is best in college life and thought.” More and more the Penn Chronicle became the newspaper of the campus, its staff of reporters and editors seeking to produce an honest medium 
of exchange in student and faculty activities and thought.
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     Digital communication students 
from William Penn University took 
top honors in a statewide competition.
       Penn received both first and second 
place awards in the “Best Online Vid-
eo” category in the 2012 Iowa College 
Media Association awards. The presen-
tation was made at the ICMA confer-
ence in Des Moines on Feb. 7, 2013.
     Current students Jack Borcherd-
ing, Hailey Brown, Lucas Burns and 
Presley Joss, and 2012 graduate Katy 
Hingtgen, won for two online news-
casts they produced as part of a spring 
2012 class taught by Prof. Matt Wag-
ner.  
    The William Penn News Now 
(WPNN) programs were produced as 
part of a multimedia news production 
class called “Digital Storytelling in the 
21st Century.” The students created 
media for “The Statesmen Status” blog. 
     Burns, now a senior, said he is glad 
Penn students are being recognized for 
all their hard work.
     “It’s nice just to be formally rec-
ognized by an institution like the Iowa 
College Media Association,” he said. 
“You’re not in it for the awards them-
selves, but it is nice just to have your 
work recognized and know what you’re 

doing is of high quality and is not only 
appreciated by your audience and the 
public, but by others in the journalism 
field.”
        Burns added this is a positive step  
for the still relatively young Penn digi-
tal communication program.
     “It also adds some credibility to our 
program and is an indication of our 

program making progress, but there 
is certainly a lot more progress to be 
made,” he said. “I am looking forward 
to entering next year, hopefully with 
even more content and really looking 
forward to building WPNN and the 
Statesmen Status into something even 
bigger and better that we can really be 
proud of.”

To view winning WPNN entries on-
line vist: http://statesmenstatus.word-
press.com/2012/04/24/wpnn-42312 
and http://statesmenstatus.wordpress.
com/2012/05/08/wpnn-5712.

By DREW RUGGLES
Staff Writer

Student Online Videos Receive Awards
FEATURES

‘Harlem Shake’ Comes to Penn Campus

 A group of videos making a lot of noise 
via YouTube are called “Harlem Shake” 
videos. The trend has made it to Oskaloosa, 
as a few students on campus have taken it 
upon themselves to make their own Har-
lem Shake video.  
 The original Harlem Shake video was 
made by a 19-year-old student in New 
York, who was known to his 13,000 sub-
scribers on YouTube as Filthy Frank. The 
soundtrack for the videos is the first 30 
seconds to Baauer’s track called “Harlem 
Shake”. Baauer is a 23-year-old Brook-
lyn-based producer who probably did not 
imagine his song would be heard by so 
many, and certainly not set to a dance. 
 In the Harlem Shake videos,  a  person
--usually masked--dances along with the 
music while others mundanely go about 
their day-to-day activities. Then, when 
the beat drops, the action changes. People 
change costumes, remove their shirts, and 
generally lose all control, dancing wildly. 
 In the WPU video, students are shown 
doing normal homework in a dorm with 
one person in a mask dancing to the beat. 
Then all of a sudden, everyone starts danc-
ing wildly.    
 The students in the local video are Jon 
Swartz, Daniel Swartz, Alex Edwards, 
Deane Wichelt, Keaton Leisinger, Kevin 
Shrauger, Sam Taylor, and creator Alex 
Edwards. 
 “I originally got the idea to make the 
video a week and a half (before) when I 
viewed it on Twitter,” Edwards said. 
     Many Harlem Shake videos have gone 

viral, so they decided to make one and see 
what happened.
 “It only took us about 20 minuets to 
film the video, then another hour to edit it 
together,” Taylor said. 
     Harlem Shake videos are each around 
30 seconds long and very easy to make. 
Many of the videos go viral since they are 
so easy to watch.   
 “I estimate it won’t go viral, but with 
people from the community, and if people 
at the college shared it and told others 
about it, then it would have a chance,” Ed-
wards said. 
  Even if  the video  doesn’t go viral, the 

students still had a lot of fun making it. 
     “It was really funny finding all the ran-
dom costumes for everyone to wear,” Tay-
lor said.
     “Hands down, the best part was see-
ing all the ridiculous outfits everyone was 
wearing,” Edwards said. 
 There are more than 12,000 Harlem 
Shake videos on YouTube, ranging in num-
ber of views from 400 to 16 million. 
 “The video has been up for barely two 
days and has close to 2,000 views,” Ed-
wards said. 
 The first video by Filthy Frank has 
more than 9 million views, but some other 

videos have reached a higher view count 
than the original. 
 “Some are really good, like the Geor-
gia swim team. I think it is in my top five, 
and a lot of people have told me the same,” 
Taylor said. The University of Georgia Ala-
bama’s swim team video has more than 16 
million views and counting. 
 A campus-wide Harlem Shake video 
was also recorded at WPU in late February.

Students come together to participate in the trending viral wave
By JACK BORCHERDING
Staff Writer

Students going crazy in costumes as they dance to the ‘Harlem Shake’, a viral sensation sweeping the internet. 

WPNN (William Penn News Now) video screen capture from YouTube (left, Jack Borcherding; right, Katy Hingtgen). Watch 
both award-winning videos online at http://statesmenstatus.wordpress.com 



     The 2012 Statesmen football team suf-
fered three losses on its way to the playoffs. 
But the 2013 team has already suffered 
three losses, and Spring practice has not yet 
begun.
     Last year’s squad made it to the NAIA 
playoffs for the first time in 37 years, los-
ing 31-0 to the 2011 NAIA champions, 
Saint Xavier. An even bigger loss came in  
January of this year, when Aaron Hafner, 
offensive coordinator and offensive line 
coach, was named head coach at Luther 
College in Decorah, Iowa. He had coached 
at WPU for seven seasons.
     “We’ve done a lot of good things and 
he’s been a big part of the majority of it,” 
WPU head coach Todd Hafner said. 
     Todd Hafner—Aaron Hafner’s older 
brother—has really enjoyed coaching 
alongside such a great coach and a mentor.
     “I love Aaron to death obviously, but 
that goes without saying. The kids respect 
him, the kids love him, and the kids play 
hard for him,” Todd Hafner said. 
     Aaron Hafner, known as “Coach Bear”, 
also helped his players become better adults. 
He offered tutoring to players needing help 
in the classroom as well as bible studies to 
take players’ minds off the football grind 
and help them grow into strong men.
     “I think coach Bear is a great leader and 
a role model,” wide receiver Chris Craw-
ford said. “He is very smart and humble 
and I have a lot of respect for him,” 
     “I’m in this profession to build young 
men. It’s one of those things that my moral 
values and my relationship with kids goes 
well beyond the field,” Aaron Hafner said. 
     Players had mixed feelings about his 
choice to leave but have grown to accept 
his decision. 
     “I think initially some were excited for 
him and I think some were not quite sure 
how to react, and probably some that were 
a little mad that he was leaving,” Todd Haf-
ner said. 
     Coach Bear was able to meet with the 
players and explain why he was leaving. 
     “I told them many things, but the hard 
part was the relationships with the kids. 
I told them I have always wanted to be a 
head coach at the college level and Luther 
gave me that opportunity, so I took it,” he 
said. 
     Coach Bear will be missed by the staff, 
but probably more so by the players.
    “I will miss coach Bear 110 percent,” 
Crawford said. 
     The jump from offensive coordinator 
to head coach may be difficult, but Aaron 
Hafner’s experience will help him. 
     “He will be fine. Aaron’s been a head 
coach before at the high school level. I 
know that sometimes there could be some 
differences, but he has been there before,” 

Todd Hafner said. “He has been a play call-
er and head coach before, so he does know 
how to manage the game as far as those 
things are concerned.”
     Aaron Hafner has been very busy lately, 
first recruiting for William Penn and then 
turning around to start recruiting for Lu-
ther College. The differences between 
coaching in NAIA and NCAA Division 3 
pose their own challenges. 
     But the biggest challenge coach Bear 
may face is that of an underdeveloped 
team. Luther went 3-7 in 2011, and last 
year went 0-10—including a 31-9 loss to 
the Statesmen. 
     “I am always up for a challenge and 
that’s what motivates me to get up in the 
morning,” coach Bear said. 
      But Aaron Hafner is not the only per-
son leaving the Statesmen sidelines. De-
fensive line coach Steve Miller decided to 
take a coaching position in his home state. 
Payton Haynes’ two years as a graduate as-
sistant were up, and he will become Aaron 
Hafner’s offensive coordinator at Luther 
College. 
      That means there will be some new faces 
when spring football starts in April, as well 
as changing current coaching positions to 
fill gaps. 
     “This is the first time in my nine years 
that we really had to go out and try to fill 
positions,” coach Todd Hafner said, but 
added he looks forward to assuming a little 
more responsibility in the future.
     The biggest position that has been filled 
already is the offensive coordinator position. 
Jon Wiemers, previously the head football 
coach at Arkansas City High School in 
Arkansas City, Kan., has accepted the job. 
Wiemers has made a few appearances on 
campus and seems to be accepted pretty 
well by most players. 
     “I really think Jon will come in and will 
help this team a little bit on not only what 
we’re doing in our own offense now, but 
he’s already shown us a lot of great ideas 
and things that I think we can incorporate 
into our offense with the types of players 
that we have, to spread out and help move 
the ball around a little bit more,” Todd 
Hafner said. 
     Todd Hafner previously coached with 
Wiemers at Emporia State, and said 
Wiemers can step into the position and 
motivate players to become better and to 
buy into the William Penn system. Haf-
ner said he thinks that Wiemers’ style is 
a lot like coach Bear’s, and that intensity 
and passion for the game is just what the 
Statesmen coaching staff needs.
     In addition to coach Bear leaving, 
Miller’s decision to leave means Clayton 
Norberg, who will begin his second season 
as a Statesmen assistant, will likely fill the 
defensive line coaching position. A formal 
announcement of coaching staff additions 
and changes will come before Spring foot-
ball practice.
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Coaches Leaving: 
Who Will Fill the Roles?
     By JACK BORCHERDING
    Staff Writer

Payton Haynes, a graduate assistant in 
his second year, has decided to follow 
coach Aaron Hafner to become the of-
fensive coordinator at Luther College.  

Steve Miller, an assistant coach and the 
defensive line coach, has decided to take 
on new opportunities and head back to 
his home state of Mississippi. 

Special to The Chronicle/ROBERT BARNES

     Aaron Hafner has spent seven seasons with the William Penn Statesmen as the 
offensive coordinator and offensive line coach and is now moving on to become the 
head coach at Luther College in Decorah, Iowa. In his seven years as offensive coor-
dinator,  he won the Midwest League’s Assistant Coach of the Year award twice—
winning outright in 2010, and sharing in the honor in 2008.  
      “Aaron has a passion for coaching football that became evident during his in-
terview. His passion combined with his previous involvement with successful foot-
ball programs caught our attention. Additionally, Aaron understands the role that 
football plays at a small liberal arts institution and how the sport can help shape 
the character of young men”, Luther athletic director Joe H. Thompson said. “I am 
confident he will recruit talented student-athletes, hone their skill set, and provide a 
positive experience that will build the foundation for a successful football program 
at Luther College”.

           I am 
always up for a 
challenge and 
that’s what 
motivates me 
to get up in 
the morning”

“
-Aaron Hafner



     Both Fields and Ottoson said one el-
ement that both current and prospective 
students must look into now as opposed to 
later is the Iowa Tuition Grant. 
     The Iowa Tuition Grant is available only 
to Iowans. Receiving a grant is based on 
parental income and ability to pay. Ottoson 

said 70 percent of students receive the Iowa 
Tuition Grant through their FAFSA 
 “Some wait until summer, but they 
should do it much sooner. We start sending 
out (financial) packages in March,” he said.
 Ottoson said that to be eligible for the 
tuition grant, the FAFSA must be filed be-
fore June 30. Last year, the grant amount 
was $3,850. An increase in the grant 

amount for next year has been proposed, 
but he said an exact amount will not be an-
nounced until later this month. 
 “If it goes up, it will be a relief. I would 
say (in 2013-2014) it will be at least the 
same,” he said. 
 Despite the grants and financial aid, 
tuition itself is enough for some students 
to decide not to apply, or to transfer. 

    WPU junior Kleinschmidt is among 
those students who would have looked 
elsewhere if the Board of Trustees decided 
to increase tuition at Penn. 
 “If the tuition would have raised, I 
might have seriously considered transfer-
ring,” she said. “I love the teachers for my 
major, but I wouldn’t have been able to af-
ford it.” 
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     William Penn University’s Board of 
Trustees includes 22 members, including 
representatives from the Iowa Yearly Meet-
ing of Friends and the university’s Alumni 
Association. The board generally meets in 
February, May, and September and dictates 
policies regarding the WPU’s growth and 
development.
     The board met in January solely to ap-
prove the tuition freeze for 2013-2014, but 
it appears they will have a lot of other deci-
sions to make at their upcoming meetings. 
     “We have a lot of changes coming in the 

next year,” President Ann Fields said. 
      One of the newest additions to cam-
pus is a nursing program. The program has 
grown within the past year, and Fields is 
hoping for permanent approval and ex-
pansion following several onsite visits this 
spring. 
     The Nursing Division is a completion 
program for students who are already regis-
tered nurses seeking to further their leader-
ship skills and pursue a Bachelor’s Degree. 
     Another resource for furthering one’s 
education is an agreement made between 
William Penn University and Central Tex-
as College.
     Central Texas College is a two-year 
institution. The agreement was aimed at 

students who are also serving in the mili-
tary. There are as many as 60,000 students 
at Central Texas. Penn’s online degree plan, 
however, is available to anyone. 
     Central Texas College students seeking 
a Bachelor’s Degree through William Penn 
University may do so, majoring in Business 
Management, Insurance, Accounting, Hu-
man Resources, or Criminal Justice. The 
Masters in Business Leadership degree is 
offered to them, as well. 
     A third expansion being made is through 
Penn’s distance learning program. Distance 
learning allows teachers with an Associate’s 
Degree to earn their Bachelor’s Degree by 
participating in a weekend and evening 
program through Iowa Communications 

Network (ICN) classes and Internet Ser-
vice Providers.
     “It allows (people) throughout Iowa (to 
learn) without them having to leave their 
hometown,” Fields said. 
     The decision to maintain the current 
tuition level for next year, and the expan-
sion of non-traditional programs, are all 
ways to provide a well-rounded education 
for all types of students through William 
Penn University. 
     Nursing is among the many careers 
where Bachelor’s Degrees are expected of 
employees. 
      “Studies tell us that you will make $1 
million more (lifetime) with that degree,” 
Fields said.

     By MELANIE MACKEY 
    Staff Writer

Trustees Tackle Variety of Topics at Meetings

Penn’s Costs Not As High As Other Institutions 
TUITION
Continued from Page 1

William Penn University’s annual tuition ($21,720) is highlighted in yellow in the graph. The highest tuition among Iowa colleges featured is at Grinnell College ($39,810), 
while the lowest is at Emmaus Bible College ($13,366).                                            DATA FROM IOWA COLLEGE STUDENT AID COMMISSION RECORDS/GRAPH BY JACK BORCHERDING
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     While snow and frigid temperatures 
mean college football season is over, some 
players are braving the weather to help out 
in the community. 
       William Penn University players traded 
their football gloves for leather work gloves, 
and pads for shovels, to help Habitat for 
Humanity and give back to the community 
as part of their participation in the NAIA 
Champions of Character Program.
     The Champions of Character Program 
is built upon the core values of respect, re-
sponsibility, integrity, servant leadership, 
and sportsmanship. 
     The football team members choose to 
help Habitat for Humanity as a part of 
their Champions of Character initiative. 
Habitat for Humanity creates affordable 
housing in Oskaloosa and other commu-
nities. The organization identifies partner 
families who will work to build and pay 
for their own homes, provides no-interest 
mortgages to prospective homeowners, and 
works to eliminate poverty and substan-
dard housing worldwide.
     Matthew Johnston, linebacker coach for 
the Penn football team, is heading up the 
different projects. 
     “We are trying to do a different proj-
ect each week with a different group of our 
players,” Johnston said.  
     Many football players spent their eve-
ning on Thursday, Jan. 31 helping out with 
a few Habitat houses in town.  
     “We pulled carpet and ran electrical 
wires for the houses,” senior Randall Pack-
ard said. 
      While some players were working in-
side the houses, others were outside shovel-
ing sidewalks and picking up trash. 
     One of the things the football players 
were able to do is provide construction help 
to renovate a house to be sold to a family in 
need at a very reasonable price.
     “Our community is one big family and 
it is an honor to contribute to the close knit 
town of Oskaloosa because they go to in-
finity and beyond for us,” Packard said. 
    The Quaker principles of simplicity, 
peace-making, integrity, community and 
equality are shown in the actions of many 
students on campus. The football team is 
not the only team that is helping in the 
community. The cheerleading team has 
helped the Ronald McDonald House, 
while the softball, track, and cross country 
teams have all helped in other ways.   
     Habitat for Humanity is one of many 
organizations in the community that Wil-
liam Penn students helps. Others include 
the Mahaska Community Recreation 
Foundation, the Oskaloosa Area Chamber 
and Development Group, Oskaloosa Ele-
mentary and Middle Schools, the Stephen 
Memorial Animal Shelter, and the Salva-
tion Army. 
     To learn more about William Penn 
community involvement, contact market-
ing media director Amber Lake at lakea@
wmpenn.edu. To learn more about Habitat 
for Humanity or to donate, go to www.ma-
haskahfh.org.
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     By JACK BORCHERDING
    Staff Writer
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Freshman offensive lineman Simote Tuifua helps toss out old carpet that needs to be replaced from a Habitat for Humanity home.  

Junior tight end Jake Adams helps shovel snow in front of a 
Habitat for Humanity home.

        Our community is 
one big family and it is 
an honor to contribute 
to the close knit town 
of Oskaloosa because 
they go to infinity 
and beyond for us”

“
-Randall Packard

The Chronicle/JACK BORCHERDING

The Chronicle/JACK BORCHERDING

Habitat for Humanity: 
Statesmen Style

Senior tightend Randall Packard helps move old unwanted 
carpet to a disposal trailer. 


